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A Newsletter for the Community

S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t
Central

O ver the course of the 2019-2020 school 
year, Highland High School (HHS) hosted 

local leaders for a series of “Lunch and Learn 
with a Leader” events. The series is designed to 
provide real-life skills education for students on 
important topics.

On March 11, students gathered for a session 
featuring local first responders. Special guests 
included Lloyd Police Department Detective 
Anthony Ventura and representatives from the 
Highland Fire District and Mobile Life Support 
Services. Each speaker discussed various topics, 
including the education and experience needed 
for their current position, workplace morale, 
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This newsletter was produced through an Ulster BOCES Cooperative Service.

This newsletter was printed on recycled paper stock.

Follow us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/HighlandCSD
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@HighlandCSD

2020 - 2021 Budget ★ ★★ ★ ★
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Continued on page 2

BOARD ADOPTS PROPOSED 2020-2021 
SCHOOL BUDGET WITHIN TAX LEVY LIMIT; 
Community to Vote by Absentee Ballot 

Uncertainty. Unprecedented. Unsure. Unfair. These words have often been used to describe the 
current reality our nation finds itself in. 

But then there are the words that can be used to describe the commitment and attitude that 
Highland Central School District students, staff, and community have demonstrated in the past 
several months–words like unwavering, unconditional, united, undefeated, and unstoppable. This is 
what makes the Highland Huskies a strong pack, 
and it is this attitude that will carry us through 
the challenges that still lie ahead. 

The District is facing a host of unknowns, 
including not knowing what opening school in 
September will look like or how any potential 
changes implemented to keep everyone healthy 
may increase expenses. The level of State Aid 
that will be available to support schools is also 
uncertain. 

Despite not having answers to these essential questions, on May 19 the Board of Education 
was charged with adopting a proposed 2020-2021 school budget. “We were challenged to create a 
spending plan that includes expenses that are unknown that are paid for with revenues that the State 
cannot guarantee we will receive,” explains Superintendent Thomas Bongiovi. “To do so, we focused 
on limiting expenses while protecting programs for students.” 

The $44,946,339 budget represents a 1.13 percent budget increase and meets the requirements of 
the Tax Levy Limit formula for a simple-majority voter approval. This increase is a result of mandated 
contractual obligations and repayment of voter-approved debt services. 

Reductions Necessary
In order to keep the budget down and meet the Tax Levy Limit criteria this year, reductions totaling 
$1.29 million were unavoidable. Eleven retirements are providing some budget relief; six positions 
will be left unfilled and another five will create budgetary savings by replacing veteran staff 
with new hires, who start at a lower pay scale. A library position will be left vacant; two teaching 
assistant positions at the Elementary School will be eliminated; costs for supplies, field trips, and 

Continued on page 8

“Our staff is working harder 
than ever to continue to serve 
our community during these 
challenging times.” 

-SUPERINTENDENT THOMAS BONGIOVI

The Annual Budget Vote and Election of Trustees will happen by 
absentee ballot only on June 9. If you are a qualified voter and have 
not received an absentee ballot, please contact the District Clerk at 
845-235-0739 or by email at lcerniglia@highland-k12.org.

Highland High School Presents 
Lunch and Learn Series 

PLEASE 

VOTEVOTE
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transportation will be reduced; and equipment purchases, evening 
security guards, and the athletic trainer will be eliminated. 

“We anticipate there will be a change in evening use of the buildings, 
which would reduce the need for evening security guards, and the 
contractor who provides our athletic trainer has informed us that they will 
no longer be providing this service next year,” explains Bongiovi. 

State Aid Cuts
New York State’s economic crisis resulted in the State making initial 
“pandemic adjustment” reductions to State Aid. Highland received a 
$385,678 reduction, and Governor Andrew Cuomo has announced that 
further, mid-year reductions may be necessary in order for the State to 
deal with the economic losses created by the shutdown. The District is 
bracing itself for how it will absorb any further reductions. 

Current Year Savings
Although our buildings are closed to students and most staff, instruction 
and operations have continued throughout the pandemic. “Our staff is 
working harder than ever to continue to serve our community during 
these challenging times,” explained Bongiovi. Many students needed 
devices to continue remote learning, and the District provides meals to 
approximately 135 families a week. Additional cleaning and sanitization 
are also needed. Some of these increased expenses were offset by the 
reduction in fuel and utility costs created by not having buses running 
and the buildings occupied at capacity. 

What Will It Cost Me? 
The tax levy represents the total amount of taxes a school district needs 
to support the school budget. The cost of the tax levy is shared among 
all taxpayers included in the tax base. Factors such as overall assessed 
property values, equalization rates, tax rates, and exemptions are all used 
to determine actual taxpayer impact. 

The Highland area has seen a growth in the tax base. New properties 
have been added to the assessment rolls and the value of existing property 
continues to grow. The Town of Lloyd estimates a three percent increase 
in the assessed values of properties. As the tax base grows and property 
value increases, the individual tax rate declines as the cost to support the 
levy is spread over more properties. 

This year’s New York State Tax Levy Limit calculation (Tax Cap) 
permitted a 3.07 percent levy increase, which includes the cost of the 
voter-approved capital project that is currently underway. 

The following information represents the estimated increase to a 
homeowner in the Town of Lloyd and is based on the most current 
information available (towns typically do not finalize assessment rolls 
until early July).

Estimated Tax Impact

Contingency Budget
As of publication of this newsletter, Governor Cuomo has not yet 
provided information to schools on what a failed budget vote would 
mean. In the past, a district would have one additional chance to present 
a new budget to voters for approval. Since the school’s fiscal year begins 
on July 1, there is no time for a second vote. If Highland’s proposed 
budget fails, officials presume the District would need to go straight to a 
contingent budget, which would require a zero percent tax levy increase 
from the 2019-2020 school year and result in an additional $868,184 of cuts. 
“Cuts of this magnitude would go deep into our programs and services,” 
says Bongiovi. 

Proposition 2: School Bus Replacement
The District strategically proposes annual fleet upgrades to retire aged 
vehicles on a schedule and minimize the cost impact of replacing many 
vehicles at once. This year, the District is requesting voter approval to 
purchase two (2) 65 passenger and three (3) 30 passenger buses to replace 
older vehicles that have high mileage. The cost of the proposition is 
$453,742 and is presented as a second proposition on the ballot.

Reimbursement through Transportation Aid is expected to defray 
65.3% percent of the cost, which leaves $157,448 to be funded through 
local taxes. The tax impact of this proposition would cost a maximum of 
approximately $0.12 a year per $100,000 of assessed value. The cost would 
remain in tax bills for five years, representing a total maximum cost of 
$0.60 per $100,000 of assessed value over the life of the loan.

Board of Education Election
Incumbents Alan Barone and Heather Welch are running unopposed for 
two (2) three-year terms on the Board of Education. 

Assessed Value in 
Town of Lloyd Annual Increase Monthly Increase

$100K $0.62  $0.05

$200K  $1.22  $0.10 

$300K  $1.83  $0.15

$400K $2.44 $0.20

In accordance with Governor Cuomo’s Executive Order No. 202.26, the annual budget 
vote for the fiscal year 2020-21 will be held on June 9 by absentee ballot only. All ballots 
must be returned by mail and must be received by the District Clerk by 5 PM on June 9. 
Ballots have been mailed to all registered voters and instructions for qualified voters 
who may not be registered are available on the District’s website. Be sure to return 
your ballot promptly to ensure it is delivered by the June 9 deadline.

PLEASE 

VOTEVOTE

BOARD ADOPTS PROPOSED 2020-2021 SCHOOL BUDGET 
WITHIN TAX LEVY LIMIT; Community to Vote by Absentee Ballot 
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Early on in the pandemic, District faculty and staff understood the concern about the loss of the many 
milestones and celebratory events that traditionally happen in a student’s senior year. This is not the senior 

year that anyone wished for our seniors, and we share in their disappointment over the lost traditions that we 
know they were looking forward to. 

As soon as it was realized that the drastic changes would limit our ability to celebrate our seniors, High 
School administrators quickly began brainstorming various ways to honor them. One of the first ideas that 
emerged was the creation of personalized Class of 2020 Lawn Signs featuring senior photos and special 
memorabilia “toppers” for the Top Ten students, the Student Board of Education Representative, and Class 
President. 

The Highland Educational Foundation generously provided funding for this special project. 
This is just one of the many ways Highland High School will recognize the members of the Class of 2020 

and their accomplishments. In early May, graduates and their parents were presented with an electronic survey 
to gauge other ideas and collect information to help provide other meaningful and memorable experiences for 
the students. Thanks to the feedback from these surveys, additional celebratory actions are also in motion. 

Honoring the Class of 2020

Brianna Acosta
Adam Albright

Rashad Anderson
Jocelyn Antonio

Abraham Aragon Gutierrez
Hezekiah Askew

Gianna Bahr
Dontay Baker
Ishani Bansal

Nicholas Barbagallo
Nathaniel Bartolotti

Kathryn Beasley
Christopher Bell

Isabella Berlingieri
Ellonna Breuer

Rebecca Brooker
Marisol Buchanan
Morgan Calimano
Michala Canosa
Ella Cappillino

Robert Castillo Rios
Joseph Casullo

Matthew Champagne
Zachary Chen

Angelique Childs
Dale Cole

Brandon Crespo
Olivia CrimiVaroli

Isabela Cuya
Paige Dauenheimer

Izaiah Daughton
Hannah Davis

Antonia Demassio
Olivia DiSciullo

Eileen Dong
Jesse Duggan

Tyler Esola
Nicholas Ferdico
Isabella Fiorese

Nicholas Frederick
Megan Fritche

Dali Garcia
Madison Garside
Gavin Gemmell
Shamar Gittens
Zachary Gros

Gianna Gucciardo
Landon Haight

Benjamin Hammond
Joshua Hanna
Brooke Harris

Alyssa Hernandez

Joseph Hiemcke
Dillon Howard

Brian Joyce
James Keller
Alexa Kelly

Brendan Kerr
Savannah Kerr

James Kiss
Brian Korzeniecki

Andie Langlois
Jagger Lisa

Brian Lopez Espinoza
Anakin Luna

Isabella MacDaniels
Summer Mackey

Tara Maher
Scott Marsh

Thomasina McCarthy
Marianne Medina

Tobias Meisel
Aizayah Meyer
Carson Miller

Sean Mooddeen
Sara Moscatello

Michael Muchrison
Zoe Munson

Felix Murtaugh
Brandan Nesheiwat

Esthefany Orellana Flores
Kylie Osinski
Jack Patterson
Camille Pavero

Hector Pereyra Garcia
Perlina Pereyra Garcia

Jonathan Perez
Sierra Perry

Timothy Petty
Daniel Piegari
Andy Pierre

Valerie Precour
Emily Ramsay

Richard Redner
Kaylee Reese
Jocelyn Reyes

Victoria Rockwell
Michael Rodriguez

Ava Rosen
Nicholas Rosenkranse

Christian Rozzi
Collin Rozzi

Gabrielle Rubin
Cierra Russell

Leala Samuel
Adelyn Saravia
Alyssa Schmitt

Quinn Schneider
Damien Schrull

Robert Shaw
Ayanna Shevans
Arianna Silverio

Alex Smith
Calen Sullivan

Jaxon-Lily Super
Jonaah-Violet Super

Benjamin Swart
Preston Teamer

Erick Terrell
Aliyah Thomas

Minh Tran
Andres Valentine
Benjamin Vargas

Johnson Vo
Jackey Wang
Jordon Watt

Christopher Wood

HHS Senior is Named Ulster BOCES CTE Salutatorian 

Highland Central School District is proud to announce that Highland High School senior Landon Haight has 
been named the Ulster BOCES Career & Technical Center’s salutatorian. To obtain the salutatorian title at the 

Career & Technical Center, Ulster BOCES looks at student’s success in the program, as well as at their home school 
Grade Point Average. 

Landon earned top honors by excelling in the Cisco & Cybersecurity program. During his time in the program, 
he obtained a comprehensive skill set in computer hardware and operating systems, networking, cybersecurity, 
and more. Upon graduation, Landon will be certified in TestOut PC PRO, TestOut Network Pro, TestOut Security Pro, 
and TestOut Linux Pro. In addition, he has obtained several certifications from Cisco and earned six college credits 
from SUNY Ulster. 

Ulster BOCES instructor Kathy Landers is proud of Landon's achievement and is confident that he will be 
successful. “Landon arrived at the Career & Technical Center as a hardworking and conscientious student,” she said. 
“His technical ability combined with a strong work ethic ensured success in the program, and I have no doubt that 
Landon will be successful at anything that he sets his mind to accomplishing.” 

This fall, Landon plans to further his studies at Dutchess Community College. He is interested in exploring his options in statistics, possibly becoming a 
sports statistician. 

Congratulations to the Highland High School Class of 2020!
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   Under the Budget Proposed for the 2020-21 School Year

Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings 1 $ 709

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2020-2021 by the qualified voters of the Highland Central School District will be held on 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 per the Governor’s Executive Order No. 202.26. Qualified voters must return an absentee ballot via a postage 
paid return envelope to the District Clerk no later than 5 p.m. on June 9, 2020.

1  The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.

** List Separate Propositions that are not included in 
the Total Budgeted Amount: (Tax Levy associated with 
educational or transportation services propositions are 
not eligible for exclusion and may affect voter approval 
requirements)

Description Amount

 Proposition #2 Bus Purchase $453,742 
(2) sixty-five passenger buses; (3) thirty passenger buses  

School District Budget Notice
OVERALL BUDGET PROPOSAL Budget Adopted 

for the 2019-20  
School Year

Budget Proposed 
for the 2020-21

School Year

Contingency Budget 
for the 2020-21           

School Year *

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions $44,442,937 $44,946,339 $44,078,155

Increase/Decrease for the 2020-21 School Year $     503,402 $  (364,782)

Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget 1.13% (.82%)

Change in the Consumer Price Index 1.81%

A.  Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount $28,313,197 $29,181,381
B.  Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable $0 $0
C.  Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable ** $0 $0
D.  Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy $0 $0
E.  Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy  (A + B + C - D) $28,313,197 $29,181,381 $28,313,197
F.  Total Permissible Exclusions $ 1,311,184 $ 1,317,642
G.  School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $27,002,013 $27,863,739
H.   Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support 

Library Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions (E – B – F + D)
$27,002,013 $27,863,739

I.   Difference: G – H (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter  
Approval – See Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions) **

$0 $0

Administrative Component $ 4,631,663 $ 4,765,850 $ 4,631,663
Program Component $33,777,778 $34,030,271 $33,777,778
Capital Component $ 6,033,496 $ 6,150,218 $ 5,668,714

What You’ll See on the 2020-2021 Ballot
PROPOSITION #1: School Budget Vote for 2020-2021 School Year $44,946,339
"SHALL THE BOARD OF EDUCATION of the Highland Central School District be authorized to 
expend for budgetary purposes in the 2020-2021 school year the sum of $44,946,339 and to levy 
the necessary tax therefor?”

PROPOSITION #2: School Bus Purchase Proposition
 "SHALL THE BOARD OF EDUCATION of the Highland Central School District be authorized 
to purchase the following vehicles, including incidental safety and communication equipment in 
connection therewith, for a total estimated maximum cost of $453,742; two (2) sixty-five passenger 
buses; and three (3) thirty-passenger buses; which total estimated maximum cost of $453,742, 
or so much thereof as may be necessary, be raised by the levy of a tax upon the taxable property 
of said School District and collected in annual installments, as provided by Section §416 of the 
Education Law and, in anticipation of such tax, obligations of the District be issued?”   

TRUSTEES FOR BOARD OF EDUCATION
You May Vote For Any TWO:

  Alan Barone
  Heather Welch

Write-in:     

* Statement of assumptions made in projecting a contingency budget for the 2020-21 school year: Should the proposed budget be defeated pursuant to Section 
2023 of the Education Law, a contingency budget for 2020-2021 requires that the tax levy increase by 0.00%  Therefore, a budget gap of $868,184 would need to 
be addressed to reach the contingency level.  The anticipated changes in order to meet the contingency level would possibly include the following:  potential cuts in 
instructional and non-instructional positions; potential cuts to inter-scholastic sports programs; eliminating equipment spending unrelated to safety and security, 
and reducing BOCES services. 

The survey results have been reviewed 
and all of the wonderful suggestions from 
seniors and parents have been considered. It 
was overwhelmingly clear that our students 
wish to have an in-person ceremony and 
prefer to wait until later in the summer 
in order to have a better chance of being 
able to share the experience with their 
classmates. Therefore, we have made the 
decision to reschedule Highland High 
School Graduation for the Class of 2020 
to Thursday, July 30 at 7 PM (rain date of 
July 31). Specific details will come at a later 
date. As our region moves into the different 
phases of reopening, we will be carefully 
monitoring restrictions that may be in place 
for that time period to ensure our plans 
meet any requirements. There are still many 
unknowns, however, it was important to try 
our best to honor our student's wishes. It is 
their moment. Please stay tuned!

A s the 2019-2020 school year comes to an end  
   in an unexpected way, the Highland Central 

School District would like to salute this year’s retirees. 
Our heartfelt gratitude goes to our retirees for their 
dedication and hard work during their time with the 
District.  

Farewell, 
2020 Retirees 

OUR RETIREES INCLUDE: 

Daniel Wetzel, HMS Principal
Evelyn Whitebay, HES Special Education Teacher

Gina Mosimann, HHS Social Studies Teacher 
Elizabeth Neenan, HMS Reading Teacher

Lionel Heath, HHS French Teacher
Terri Cilento, HMS Physical Education Teacher

Mary Beth Saso, Grade 2 Teacher
Jill Greenland, Senior Account Clerk/Typist 

Kathleen Valentino, Payroll/Personnel Assistant 
John Sutton, School Bus Driver 

Eileen Alverson, Typist 
Julia Castellanos, Custodial Worker 

Marta Flores, Bus Attendant 
Janet Minichino, School Monitor 

Save the Date! 
Highland High 

School Graduation 
JULY 30 AT 7 PM
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Technologists in the 
Making at HMS 

This year, Grade 7 students got creative 
with Makey Makey kits, invention tools for 

21st century learners. This technology allows 
users to connect everyday objects to computer 
programs. The Highland students decided to 
use Play-Dough!

Students built circuits and game 
controllers with Scratch, a block-based visual 
programming language and online community. 
This program gives young learners the 
opportunity to learn to think creatively, analyze 
methodically, and work together as a team. 

Superintendent Thomas Bongiovi and Highland High 
School (HHS) Principal William Zimmer are proud 

to announce that Ishani Bansal has been named the 2020 
valedictorian, and Minh Tran has been named this year’s 
salutatorian. 

Bansal, the daughter of Lily and Sandeep Bansal of 
Highland, earned a GPA of 103.29. She maintains a full 
schedule of AP classes and holds several offices, including 
co-president of the National Honor Society and the Model 
United Nations, treasurer of the French Honor Society, 
secretary of the Highland High School Concert Band, and 
first chair flute. She is a member of the Tri-M Music Honor 
Society, Student Council, the Mathletes, the Interact Club, 
and the Varsity Tennis Team. She also participates in Science 
Olympiad tournaments and the College FED Challenge.  

Bansal is a 2020 National Merit Scholarship finalist, an AP 
Scholar with Distinction, and a recipient of a New York State 
Regents Scholarship. In preparation for her career, she has 
interned at Regeneron Pharmaceuticals and St. Peter’s Hospital. She also volunteers at a local senior 
living home and a temple, and tutors at a local library. 

Next fall, Bansal plans to double major in Biomedical Engineering and Applied Math as part of 
the pre-med WISE Honors program at Stonybrook University. Of her achievements, Bansal said, “It 
is extremely exciting after years of hard work to be named valedictorian. I hope to continue to make 
Highland proud in my future endeavors.” 

Salutatorian Minh Tran, the son of Tuyen Nguyen and Phong Tran of Highland, earned a GPA of 
102.8, all while maintaining a rigorous course schedule of AP classes and holding multiple offices. Tran 
is the co-president of the National Honor Society, president of the Tri-M Music Honor Society, president 
of the Highland High School Concert Band, captain and first singles player of the Varsity Tennis Team, 
and treasurer of the Model UN. Tran is a member of the Mathletes, the French Club, and the Interact 
Club, and participates in Science Olympiad tournaments. Outside of school, he plays in the Hudson 
Valley Youth Jazz Orchestra and the College Youth Symphony at SUNY New Paltz.

Tran is also a 2020 National Merit Scholarship finalist and an AP Scholar with Distinction. During his high school career, he has earned several music 
honors, including being selected for the 2019 NYSSMA All-State Jazz Ensemble as the Top Jazz Trumpet player in New York State, and placing second in the 
New York State Piano Teachers Association Audition Festival in 2017. Last year, he was presented with the Rensselaer Medal from Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute for demonstrating a high aptitude in Math and Science. Tran is also a peer tutor for Algebra I and II, a volunteer at the Highland Public Library, and 
a Black Belt in Taekwondo.

To prepare for his career, Tran participated in conducting cancer research at the University of Maryland Medical Institute and volunteered at Vassar 
Brothers Medical Center and St. Luke’s Montefiore Hospital. This fall, he plans to begin a 7-year combined Bachelors and Medical Degree program at the 
College of New Jersey and Rutgers New Jersey Medical School. He hopes to study oncology and radiology.

“I feel honored and happy to be salutatorian in such a competitive class,” said Tran. “I am extremely thankful to my parents, teachers, guidance 
counselors, school administration, and friends and family for all of their support.”

Highland High School Names 
Valedictorian and Salutatorian  

TO ROUND OUT THE TOP TEN FOR THE 
CLASS OF 2020, HHS also recognizes the 
accomplishments of the other high-achieving soon-
to-be graduates. Pictured from the left of back row: 
Assistant Principal Ryan Judge, Ava Rosen,  
Quinn Schneider, Salutatorian Minh Tran,  
Benjamin Vargas, and Principal William Zimmer. 
Front row from left: Zoe Munson, Eileen Dong, 
Emily Ramsay, Isabela Cuya, Isabella Fiorese, and 
Valedictorian Ishani Bansal. 

“Highland High School faculty, staff, 
and administration are quite proud of the 
accomplishments of the top ten students of the 
Class of 2020,” said Principal Zimmer.  “The students’ 
hard work and efforts throughout their years are 
evident. If this is any indication of what the future 
has in store, then we are certain their forthcoming 
endeavors will be met with success.”
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As our country contends with the continued 
public health crisis of COVID-19, the 

Highland Central School District staff has been 
working hard to ensure that our students are 
cared for, prepared to receive instruction, and 
safe. 

Our entire faculty and staff quickly came 
together to respond to the crisis and are doing an 
extraordinary job supporting our children in the 
new environment we are currently experiencing. 
Their commitment is awe-inspiring.   

Our food service and transportation teams quickly rallied and are providing meals to families 
throughout the community. Our buildings and grounds staff are keeping our schools and offices 
sparkling clean and sanitized. Our technology team mobilized to support the significantly increased 
needs of our instructional staff as they moved more work to online platforms. Our teachers transformed 
their classroom lessons, which were designed to be face-to-face, into alternative forms of delivery that 
are still meaningful to your children. And our administrative team and support staff are both leading 
and supporting these efforts every step of the way.   

Here are just a few of the noteworthy activities that have taken place since March:
� More than 300 technology devices have been distributed to families. 
� The District is feeding approximately 125 families weekly. This is being funded by the Federal 

Free and Reduced Lunch program, with the remainder being funded by the District budget. Our 
food services team is doing an absolutely heroic job sourcing, preparing, and distributing this 
food week after week.  

� The Buildings and Grounds crew has been busy sanitizing the physical plant and managing the 
presence of construction crews on campus who are completing some of the work approved in 
the 2018 capital project. 

� Faculty and staff, with the help of our Buildings and Grounds crew, accomplished the herculean 
task of cleaning out lockers and collecting items from desks and cubbies that weren’t taken 
home back in March. They arranged and organized pick-ups so parents could safely retrieve 
these belongings.

� Teachers are staying connected with online tools. For instance, Kindergarteners have enjoyed 
read-alouds provided through the Seesaw application, while Grade 1 students have practiced 
reading skills via Microsoft Teams and videos made through Screencastify. Other grade levels 
are also using technology to keep students engaged in daily learning.

� Highland Central School District support professionals have provided resources to help families 
address mental health issues during the pandemic. Information and tools to use for community 
counseling, as well as mindfulness and calming exercises, are just a few things that can be 
found on our School Psychologists' webpage. Please visit highland-k12.org/Page/5823 for more 
information.

A huge thank-you to our students, teachers, and parents for persevering during this challenging 
time. Keep up the good work, Highland!

Strong Response to Meeting Student 
Needs During COVID-19 Closure

Peer Leaders Inspire 
at Middle School  

The Highland Middle School Peer 
Leadership club leads by example. 

The students delivered approximately 
$400 worth of food to the school’s 
BackPack Food Program, with money 
raised from their Valentine's Day 
Carnation fundraiser. Kudos to these 
students for continuing to be positive 
role models for their classmates and 
school community! 

During the ongoing COVID-19 outbreak, many 
healthcare professionals, first responders, and other 

essential workers have experienced a shortage of personal 
protective equipment (PPE). Highland High School (HHS) 
alumna Rachel Eisgruber, a mechanical engineering student 
at SUNY New Paltz, is doing her part to help alleviate the 
PPE shortage.

Eisgruber, an intern at the Hudson Valley Additive 
Manufacturing Center (HVAMC) at SUNY New Paltz, has 
been helping to assemble the face shields that are being 
manufactured at the center. She is also helping to maintain 
HVAMC’s 3D printing array, which is being used to produce 
the protective equipment.

The completed shields are being sent to facilities 
throughout the region, including the Nuvance Health 
COVID-19 testing center in Kingston, Woodland Pond Senior 
Living Community in New Paltz, Orange Regional Medical 
Center in Middletown, Ellenville Hospital, and the New Paltz 
Police Department. “We’re making approximately 600 to 
700 a day,” said Eisgruber.   

Eisgruber, who graduated from HHS in 2016, has 
periodically returned to her alma mater to share her 
knowledge of, and passion for, engineering. Before his 
retirement, Technology teacher Michael Watts would 
invite his former student into his classroom to explain 
how 3D printing works, and to discuss some of its many 
applications. Eisgruber also has visited English teacher Josh 
Tatum’s class, where she talked about her final project for 
her computer-aided design course, relating it to one of the 
students’ assignments.

It was Watts, Eisgruber said, along with High School 
Math teacher Charles Witte and Physics and Calculus teacher 
Chris Cozzolino, who helped her realize that engineering 
was a viable career choice for her. “Mr. Witte and Mr. 
Cozzolino helped me believe that I was smart enough to be 
an engineer,” she said.

The Highland graduate is proud that she has been 
able to play a role in HVAMC’s response to the current 
health emergency. “As I see how COVID-19 is impacting the 
community, I feel more and more honored that I am able to 
take part in this,” she said.

Highland Alumna Uses 
Engineering Skills to Support 
Healthcare Workers 

Rachel Eisgruber, Highland graduate and intern at the 
Hudson Valley Additive Manufacturing Center at SUNY New 
Paltz, helps to assemble face shields that will be donated to 
local healthcare workers and other essential personnel to 
protect them from the COVID-19 virus. 
Photo credit: Kat Wilson/HVAMC at SUNY New Paltz 
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Student Receives Principal’s Award for her Dedication to Highland
Isabella “Bella” Fiorese, a senior at Highland High School, is dedicated not only to her studies, but also 

to the Highland Central School District as a whole. Because of this, it is easy to see how she became this 
year’s recipient of the Principal’s Award, an honor that celebrates a student’s contributions to their school, 
as well as their outstanding achievements in academics and extracurricular activities. 

“Bella is an involved, committed, thoughtful, amicable individual who helps make Highland High 
School a better place,” said Principal William Zimmer. She is ranked fifth in her class, has taken several 
Advanced Placement classes over the years, participates in a variety of extracurricular activities, and is the 
elected student representative on the Board of Education (BOE).  

As a BOE representative, Bella represents the students of all three school buildings and reaches out to 
teachers and administrators in order to “get a pulse on what’s going on” and keep the other members of 
the Board up to speed, explained Zimmer.

 Bella was also one of the first voices to be heard over the P.A. system each morning at the High 
School. She would begin by leading students through the Pledge of Allegiance and then read the daily 
announcements, informing students and staff about pertinent happenings in their school. 

“Bella was always a continuous presence and positive influence at the school,” said Zimmer.
Congratulations, Bella!

PARP Continues Virtually  

This year, Highland Elementary School (HES) creatively reinvented 
their participation in the PARP (Pick a Reading Partner) program to 

accommodate a virtual setting. HES students enjoy PARP every year, a 
program that asks a partner to read with a child for at least 20 minutes a 
day. 

Thanks to the HES PTA, special guests, such as Congressman Antonio 
Delgado, members of the Lloyd Police department, Highland High School 
Assistant Principal Ryan Judge, Highland alumni Sensei Dan Paradise from 
Bushiken Karate Skinner Dojo, and more, have devoted their time to read 
aloud or send messages to students about the importance of reading. 
Prior to the school closure, the PTA was planning to share a video in school 
with messages on the value of reading from these important figures. They 
found that sharing the videos virtually was a good substitute. 

In addition, each grade participated in the program in their own 
way with online technologies and activities appropriate for their reading 
levels. Kindergarteners enjoyed read-alouds provided through the Seesaw 
application, while Grade 1 students partook via Microsoft Teams and 
videos made through Screencastify. Principal Joel Freer, Assistant Principal 
Matthew Darling, and parents were guest readers for Grade 3 students, 
who also incorporated themed days into their reads, such as pajama day 
and hat day. Some Grade 4 students collectively enjoyed an inspiring story 
about bravery and friendship, titled "Number the Stars," by Lois Lowry. 
Highland High School students have also been involved, virtually reading 
to our Grade 5 students. 

This is not the first time that Highland Central School District (HCSD) has 
been closed for a pandemic and had to turn to “Distance Learning.” 
Back in 1957, HCSD was also closed due to a category 2 flu pandemic 

outbreak of an influenza A (H2N2) virus that emerged from East Asia. It 
spread into Singapore in February 1957, reached Hong Kong by April, and 
then hit the United States by June; though at this time it seemed not to have 
infected many people. By November, however, a second pandemic wave of 
illness spread quickly, resulting in numerous cases of infection, especially in 
young children, the elderly, and pregnant women, forcing Highland to close 
for approximately a week. The 
second wave was particularly 
devastating, driving the 
unfortunate death toll in the 
US up to approximately 
116,000--a number which 
varies by source–by the time 
it had concluded itself after 
March 1958.

At this time, 
Class of 1964 
Highland graduate 
Cathryn “Kitty” 
Brault Gruner  
was in Grade 6. 
Her teacher, 

Mrs. Langwick, who taught 
in Highland for over 40 years, wanted to be sure that her students were 
keeping up with their lessons. Her method of Distance Learning was a two-
cent stamp and a postcard that did not even need a house number or zip 
code to get delivered!

It’s educators like Mrs. Langwick, and the hundreds of dedicated 
Highland teachers that have come after her, who leave a lasting mark on 
their students. More than 60 years later, Mrs. Langwick’s devotion and 
flexibility to her students is being mirrored by educators across the world.

Distance Learning in Highland 
During the 1957 Pandemic
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Continued from page 1

Congratulations to the Highland High 
School teams who were recognized by the 

New York State Public High School Athletic 
Association (NYSPHSAA) for being Scholar-
Athlete Teams! The association honors sports 
teams whose members excel in the classroom. 
For a team to be considered for the NYSPHSAA 
scholar-team award, 75 percent of the roster 
must have a total average of 90 percent or above. 
In addition to the Scholar-Athlete Teams, more 
than 80 students were named Scholar-Athletes. 

The following Fall 2019 teams were honored: 
Girls Varsity Soccer, Girls Varsity Tennis, Boys 
Varsity Golf, Girls Varsity Volleyball, Varsity 
Cross Country, and Varsity Girls Swim. 

The following Winter 2020 teams were 
honored: Varsity Cheer, Varsity Girls Basketball, 
Varsity Bowling, Varsity Gymnastics, Varsity 
Boys Indoor Track, Varsity Girls Indoor Track, 
and Varsity Boys Swim. 

We are so proud of our Highland Husky 
athletes! 

and what a typical workday might involve. Each municipality shared training opportunities for students 
and ways to get involved. For example, Highland Central School District Director of Buildings and 
Grounds Peter Miller, who is also the Highland Fire Department Chief, educated students on the Ulster 
County Explorer program, which gives young men and women opportunities to explore the fire service 
as a career while also providing experiences that help develop interpersonal skills, leadership, and 
organization. 

Throughout the school year, HHS welcomed other guests, including members of The Chamber 
Foundation and State Farm, who educated students on the importance of networking; leaders from 
the Hudson Valley Federal Credit Union team, who led important discussions on essential money 
management skills; local attorneys, and more. Each event was sponsored by a local Highland business, 
who provided lunch to the students. 

Highland High School Presents Lunch and Learn Series 
Highland High School 
Scholar-Athlete Teams 
Receive Accolades

Middle School Students Explore Possible Careers 

More than 40 local business people, entrepreneurs, artists, craftspeople, and other passionate 
representatives of a variety of possible career choices shared experiences of their “life’s work” 

with more than 400 Highland Middle School (HMS) students in Grades 6-8.
“Our fourth annual HMS Career Day was a huge success, and our students had such a great day,” 

commented Highland Middle School Assistant Principal Meghan Connors. “Without the support of 
the Highland community and surrounding area, this event would not have been possible.”

At the Career Day event, participants represented a wide range of professions, from architects 
to musicians to zoologists. There were practitioners from business, the trades, science, the arts, 

education, social work, medicine, sports, 
firefighting, and law enforcement, all of 
whom volunteered their time to provide 
young HMS students a glimpse into their 
potential future world of work.

In preparation for the day, students 
were encouraged to examine their 
interests and were introduced to some of 
the social skills they would need later in 
life in interviews and other work-related 
matters. On Career Day, tables were set 
up throughout the HMS gymnasium, and 
students toured the various stations as 
they learned about careers that might 
match their yet-to-be-realized ambitions. 

During the Career Day event, HMS student Janelle Landell chatted with 
architect Dave Toder about the finer points of the field of architecture, 
as he demonstrated using the small-scale model buildings he created 
during his professional education. 

Husky Pride Shines Via 
Porch Concerts  

To solidify the District’s sense of community 
during a time of social distancing, the 

Highland Music Department has hosted 
a series of Porch Concerts. To participate, 
students and teachers were encouraged to go 
outside to a spot that inspired them and play or 
sing a piece of their choice. Husky pride played 
loudly throughout Highland as participants 
performed from the comfort of their property. 
Video clips are posted on the District’s 
Facebook and Twitter pages. The talent and skill 
are impressive. Check them out! 


